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OFFICE OF
PREVENTION, PESTICIDES AND

TOXIC SUBSTANCES

SusanL.Hall
Legal Counsel
Peoplefor theEthicalTreatmentof Animals
501 Front Street
Norfolk, VA 23510

DearMs. Hall:

Thankyou for yourletterofOctober31, 2Q03regardingmembershipoftheNationalPollution
PreventionandToxicsAdvisoryCommittee(NPPTAC). In your letter,you requestthatsomeor
all oftheindividualsnominatedby theHumaneSocietyoftheUnitedStates(HSUS) - Ms.
SandierandMr. SeidleofPeoplefor theEthicalTreatmentof Animals(PETA) -be retroactively
appointedto the Committee.

TheNPPTAC wasestablishedin accordancewith theprovisionsoftheFederalAdvisory
CommitteeAct (FACA), 5 U.S.C.App. 2. In seekingnominationsformembership,EPA
solicitednominationsfrom manysources,includingthepublic (throughtheFederalRegister
notice)to establishalargepool ofdiversecandidatesfrom whichto makeselections.As aresult
ofthis process,a largenumberofhighlyqualified individualswerenominated.

EPA selectedsixteenindividualsto serveasmembersofNPPTAC.In evaluatingthe
nominations,EPA consideredanumberoffactorsincluding (but not limited to): eachperson’s
leadershipexperience,breadthofknowledgeofissuesthattheCommitteewould likely address,
and experiencewith environmentalorpublic healthpolicy, issues,orresearchassociatedwith
chemicals,pollution prevention,health,ortheenvironmentin communities,States,nationalor
internationalarenas.EPA alsoconsideredpointsof view representedso that, in accordancewith
FACA, theCommitteewould bebalanced.

Dr. Rbwan’s credentials,experience,andexpertisein alternativesto animaltestingfor
toxicity andrisk assessment,bothnationallyandinternationally,makehim extremelywell
qualifiedto servein theNIPPTAC and,asamember,to addressthebroadenvironmentaland
public policy issuesrelatingto theoverall policy andprogramsoftheOfficeofPollution
PreventionandToxics(OPPT).Also,we areconfidentthat Dr. Rowan,asrepresentativeof
animalwelfarestakeholders,will voicetheviewpointsandrecommendationsofPETA andother
animalwelfareorganizationsduring theNPPTAC’sdeliberations.In addition,PETA, asany
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othermemberofthepublic, is alwayswelcometo attendthemeetingsandprovidewritten-ororal
comments.TheCommitteewill considerall commentssubmittedby thepublic during its
deliberations.Further,theCommitteehasinvitedMr. Seidleto servein theHigh Production
Volume(HPV) Workgroup.

In your letteryou requestedthatEPA distributeDr. Rowan’s Octoberletter to theNPPTAC
members.Wewill distributecopiesofthe letter thatwereceivedby facsimile.Also wehave
postedthis copytheletterin theNPPTACdocket.Finally, attachedpleasefind acopyofthe
responseto Dr. Rowanfor your information.

Sincerely,

arlesM. Auer
Director
Office of PollutionPreventionandToxics

Enclosures


